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Nicole Montojo

National Korean American Service and Education Consortium (NAKASEC)

Nicole Montojo will be serving as a Program Associate for NAKASEC 

(National Korean American Service and Education Consortium). NAKASECs mission is to project a national progressive voice on major civil rights and immigrant rights issues and promote the full participation of Korean Americans in American society. It was founded as a consortium in 1994 by local community centers that realized that only by coming together can we build and contribute to a national movement for civil rights. 

Nicole will be responsible for developing community education materials on Census 2010 and civic engagement, coordinating plans for community outreach, and participating in local coalition-building efforts. 

Rafael Lum
Single Room Occupancy (SRO)

Rafael Lum will be serving as a Case Manager at SRO Housing. The mission of SRO Housing is to build a vibrant community for homeless and low-income individuals. SRO pursues their mission of community revitalization by providing clean, safe, and affordable housing; managing public spaces; and administering needed supportive services. 

Rafael will be responsible for providing ongoing case management for clients who are homeless with special needs; maintain an assigned client caseload; screen and assess client situations; assist in developing, implementing and monitoring an Individual Action Plan tailored specifically to each client’s needs; provide information and assistance to clients in obtaining services 

offered by SRO Housing Corporation and other community resources.   

Sara Margarita Martin
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE)

Sara Margarita Martin will be serving as a Tenants Rights Advocate for Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE). The mission of SAJE is to change public and corporate policy in a manner that provides concrete economic benefit to working-class people, increases the economic rights of working class people, and builds leadership through a movement for economic justice.  In the process, SAJE also creates models of economic democracy that are replicable and sustainable. 

Sara will be responsible for identifying community leaders and their leadership capacities as well as strategic buildings to organize, develop and implement organizing and political strategies with the team, and prepare, plan and/or facilitate staff, team and/or resident meetings. 

Russell Nguyen
Center for Asian Americans United for Self Empowerment (CAUSE)

Russell Nguyen will be serving as a Community Outreach & Volunteer

Coordinator for Center for Asian Americans United for Self Empowerment (CAUSE). The mission of CAUSE is to advance the political empowerment of the Asian Pacific American community through non-partisan voter registration and education, community outreach, and leadership development. 

Russell will be responsible for event planning, internship/volunteer coordinating & community outreach.
Vanessa Belongia

Single Room Occupancy (SRO) 

Vanessa Belongia will be serving as a Case Manager for SRO Housing. SRO’s mission is to build a vibrant community for homeless and low-income individuals. SRO pursues their mission of community revitalization by providing clean, safe, and affordable housing; managing public spaces and administering supportive services. 

Vanessa will be responsible for providing ongoing case management for clients who are homeless and may have various special needs; screening and assessing client situations; assisting in developing and monitoring Individual Action Plans; and providing assistance to clients in obtaining services offered by SRO and other community resources.
Agueda Rivas

Youth Mentoring Connection (YMC)

Agueda Rivas will be serving as a Program Assistant for Youth Mentoring Connection. Their mission is to awaken at-risk youth to their power, unique gifts and purpose by matching them with caring adult mentors and placing that match within a structured group dynamic that provides the resources youth need to reach productive, conscious adulthood. They further seek to awaken society to the needs, promise and value of this population. 

Agueda will be responsible for coordinating youth and/or mentor participation in programs; participating in group mentoring sessions; participating in program planning sessions with other staff; assisting with mentor recruitment; and preparing program materials.

Iquo Effiong

Asian Pacific Health Care Venture

Iquo Effiong will be serving as an Enrollment and Outreach Assistant for Asian Pacific Health Care Venture. Their mission is to advocate for and provide quality health care services to all persons in a culturally competent manner. We offer service with a particular focus on low-income families and underserved Asians and Pacific Islanders. They also offer programs of health education and community economic development within their area and  other regions in Los Angeles County. 

Iquo will be responsible for supporting health insurance enrollment; case management; entering and running 

data analysis in the SPSS database program; developing and implementing strategies for youth clinical outreach; promoting teen access to youth clinical services; facilitating outreach methods.

Ezak Perez
Los Angeles Youth Opportunity Movement- Watts (YO Watts)

Ezak Perez will be serving as a Economic Development Specialist for LA-Youth Opportunity Movement-Watts (LAYOM). The mission of LAYOM is to provide youth and their families' comprehensive services that empower them to achieve self sufficiency.  Working with community agencies and local businesses, LAYOM provides education, life skills, employment, recreation, and opportunities intended to help youth become successful adults. LAYOM currently has three sites serving the Watts, Boyle Heights and Valley Areas.  

Ezak will be responsible for providing community resources, educational services, and social development opportunities for the community of Watts.

Cayes Jarda

Reading Partners

Cayes Jarda will be serving as a Site Coordinator for Reading Partners. The mission of Reading Partners is to help children become lifelong readers by empowering communities to provide individualized instruction with measurable results. 

Cayes will be responsible for tutor support, communicating with teachers, and creating individual reading plans for the students.
Denisse Bernal
Figueroa Corridor Community Land Trust 

Denisse Bernal will be serving as a Program Development Associate for

Figueroa Corridor Community Land Trust.  Their mission is to stabilize the neighborhood south of downtown Los Angeles, where rising property values and rents are pushing out many long-term residents. Goals are to build community control over land, preserve and build opportunities for working-class people to remain in the community, and to build the capacity and power of local residents. 

Denisse will be responsible for planning neighborhood improvement projects, managing trainings for Land Trust Members, and producing a quarterly newsletter for members and allies.

Robyn A. Ybarra
League of Women Voters of Los Angeles (LWVLA)

Robyn A. Ybarra will be serving as a Program Coordinator for Voter Service at the League of Women Voters of Los Angeles. LWVLA is a nonpartisan political organization promoting informed and active participation in government. During the months before an election, it conducts a number of intensive activities designed to equip voters to make informed choices about candidates and issues on the ballots. 

Robyn will be responsible for planning and conducting community outreach and education activities, assist in developing materials including brochures, web pages, and audio-visual media and contact political candidates to solicit their participation in SmartVoter.org while motivating LWVLA volunteers and voters to do the same.
Nancy Cruz

Families In Schools

Nancy Cruz will be serving as a Specialist in the Community Engagement and Advocacy Department of Families In Schools (FIS). The mission is to involve parents in the education of their children as skillful, knowledgeable, and effective partners, capable of ensuring their children receive quality education to which they are entitled, and must have, to achieve life-long success. 

Nancy’s responsibilities will include assisting with the planning and coordination of the Department’s 

events, developing and implementing a strategy to maintain the organization abreast of relevant legislation and policies in education, and conducting research for use in the development of reports, curricula, and communication materials for special initiatives. 

Jasson Crockett
Los Angeles Conservation Corps 

Jasson Crockett will be serving as a Case Manager for the Los Angeles

Conservation Corps (LACC).  The mission of LACC is to offer "at-risk" young men and women an

opportunity to get work experience doing conservation work around Los Angeles. "CorpsMembers" can also take courses at one of the two charter schools ran by the Los Angeles Education Corps.  Students are paid for their work and are able to receive an accredited high school diploma upon completion of the required credits and passing the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).  Participants are also eligible to receive Case Management services.  

Jasson will be responsible for providing Case Management services for all CorpsMembers receiving funding from a grant provided by Urban League. Jasson will also assist in preparing students for the math section of the CAHSEE.  Finally, Jasson assists with the Senior Portfolio course, a class geared toward preparing CorpsMembers who are nearly complete with their

diploma requirements for the next step, whether it be furthering their

education or entering the workforce.
Jacqueline Man
Reading Partners

Jacqueline Man will be serving as a Site Coordinator for Reading Partners-Los Angeles at Washington Accelerated Elementary in Pasadena.

The mission of Reading Partners is to help children become lifelong readers by empowering communities to provide individualized instruction with measurable results.

Jacqueline will be responsible for: coordinating a site-based,

curriculum focused, one-to-one tutoring program for approximately

60-80 struggling readers in grade K-5, train and support community volunteers into reading tutors, and facilitating and maintaining positive relationships between Reading Partners, teachers, students, families and community partners.
Douriean Fletcher

Esperanza Community Housing Corporation

Douriean Fletcher will be serving as a Community Economic Development Assistant for Esperanza Community Housing Corporation’s Mercado La Paloma. Their mission of is to work towards achieving comprehensive and long-term community development in the Figueroa Corridor neighborhood of South-Central Los Angeles. Community residents of all ages and ethnicities are the foundation of Esperanza’s grassroots work. 

Douriean will be responsible for creating and implementing a comprehensive asset management plan for Mercado La Paloma, organizing cultural events, and recruiting a minimum of 5 small businesses outside of Mercado La Paloma to participate in our small business support program. 

Damon Turner
Community Development Technologies Center (CDTech)

Damon Turner will be serving as a Programs Assistant for CD Tech. CDTech’s mission is to build livable and economically viable communities throughout low-income, neglected neighborhoods of Greater Los Angeles. Their programs help strengthen the social, economic and environments by focusing on community strengths and strategic partnerships.

Damon will be responsible for developing social, economic and green sustainability in the Vernon/Central area. 
Arturo Quiros
STREET POETS, Inc

Arturo Quiros will be serving as the Street Poets Recording Engineer for STREET POETS, Inc. STREET POETS Inc. is a poetry-based peace-making organization dedicated to the creative process as a force for individual and community transformation. Street Poets works to inspire and empower so called at-risk youth in juvenile detention facilities, camps, and schools across Los Angeles by using poetry as a tool to increase self-awareness engendered through the arts to transcend self-destructive lifestyles. Their mission is to provide a space where different racial, ethnic and socioeconomic segments of society can unite around the transformational power of the creative process to continue to build a supportive and healing community. 

Arturo will be helping to facilitate poetry and music workshops throughout high schools and juvenile detention camps. In addition, he will be managing their studio and working on the production of their third music and spoken word album. Arturo will also be serving as an outreach associate while working as a mentor and helping to mobilize youth in the community.

Berlis Alvarado

Centro Latino for Literacy

Berlis Alvarado will be serving as a Literacy Campaign Intern for Centro Latino for Literacy. Their mission is to teach Latino immigrants to read and write, giving them the essential skills and confidence to participate more fully and independently in society, and uplift themselves and their families into more promising lives for generations to come. 

Berlis will be responsible for a compilation of various outreach distribution lists in the first two months, provide Leamos support for 8 training sites and to help expand the use of Centro Latino's Leamos program in at least 3 sites.

Anilee Astilla
Reading Partners

Anilee Astilla will be serving as a Site Coordinator/Outreach Specialist for

Reading Partners at Aspire-Clarendon Elementary School. The mission of Reading Partners is to "Help children become lifelong readers by empowering communities 

to provide individualized instruction with measurable results."

Anilee will be responsible for coordinating volunteer tutors, overseeing the reading center, and building relationships and partnerships with different community organizations.

Angela Thomas
Los Angeles Housing Partnership

Angela Thomas will be serving as an Assistant Community Liaison at Los Angeles Housing Partnership. Their mission is to expand and ensure the long –term affordability, and preserve the supply of decent affordable housing in the city and county of Los Angeles for low-income households and the homeless.  

Angela will be responsible for the development of new resident services in both our Senior Citizen and multifamily unit properties; she will also facilitate the Digital Connectors program where she will teach inner city youth computer literacy and preparing them to be effective leaders in their communities.  
Kayla Mason

Girls and Gangs
Kayla Mason will be serving as the Program Assistant for Girls and Gangs Organization. Their mission is to provide support and advocacy for girls and young women involved with the juvenile justice system by presenting them with opportunities to envision and build successful lives. 

Kayla will be responsible for developing Seeking Our Unlimited Lives (S.O.U.L), the creative expression component of a workshop titled Moving Forward. It exposes girls to the expressive arts including dance, drama, journaling, and videography. Kayla will also co facilitate workshops that explore educational and career interests, improve communication skills, and develop attitudes and behavior to pursue their education. Kayla will assist in the creation of Girls and Gangs newsletter by writing articles. 

Edward Mosby
Community Development Technologies Center (CDTech)

Edward Mosby will be serving as an Environmental Specialist for CDTechLink. CDTech’s mission is to transform neighborhoods into livable, economically viable and sustainable communities. 

Edward will be responsible for environmental and social justice awareness and the e-waste program.

Kristina Ramos
Asian Pacific Community Fund 

Kristina Ramos will be serving as the Marketing Associate and Outreach & Volunteer Coordinator for the Asian Pacific Community Fund. Their mission is to meet the diverse needs of APIs by building healthier communities, developing API leaders, creating a stronger API voice and providing the foundation for a brighter tomorrow. 

Kristina will be responsible for coordinating marketing efforts, as well as work with other API organizations to establish new relationships, conducting outreach events/presentations, and supervising office volunteers to perform administrative duties and maintain the contact database.

Janitzia Villalobos
Central American Resource Center 

Janitzia Villalobos will be serving as a youth organizer for CARECEN 

(Central American Resource Center).  CARECEN’s mission is to empower Central Americans by defending human and civil rights, working for social and economic justice and promoting cultural diversity. The vision of CARECEN is for the Los Angeles region to become a place where Central Americans and all other communities can live in peace, with dignity, and enjoy economic well-being, social justice, and political empowerment.

Janitzia will be responsible for teaching a youth organizing 101 class to develop new student leadership. She will also help launch a minimum of 2 new clubs at other schools, and will help produce a 2nd year report with UCLA, with results of youth-led 

and university-generated research on the Belmont Zone of Choice.  

Sophia Sanchez
Families in Schools

Sophia Sanchez will be serving as the Special Assistant for the College Awareness and Preparation Department at Families in Schools. Their mission is to involve parents in the education of their children as skillful, knowledgeable, and effective partners capable of ensuring that their children receive the quality of education they are entitled and must have to achieve life-long success.  

Sophia will be responsible for assisting in the planning, coordination, and program delivery of all programs, such as workshops and conferences under the College Awareness and Preparation Department (CAP), assist with the coordination and implementation of program evaluations, and help in the development of program curriculum, booklets, flyers, and surveys. 

Natalie Morgan

Los Angeles Youth Opportunity Movement – Watts (YO Watts)

Natalie Morgan will be serving as an Economic Development Specialist for Los Angeles Youth Opportunity Movement in Watts. YO-Watts’s mission is designed to connect youth to the workforce by preparing young people for a career. Youth who live in Los Angeles are offered training and skills development, including basic skills classes, GED preparation, resume writing, computer literacy and more to prepare them for higher education, job training, or workplace entry and long-term employment. 

Natalie will be responsible for promoting higher education, coordinating workshops on financial resources and connecting career longevity to educational pursuits.
Jasmine Wade

California Latinas for Reproductive Justice (CLRJ)

Jasmine Wade will be working at California Latinas for Reproductive Justice (CRLJ) as the Program Outreach Coordinator for the Latinas Empowered for Action program.   

CLRJ is a statewide policy and advocacy organization whose mission is to advance Latinas' reproductive health and rights within a social justice and human rights framework. CLRJ strives to ensure that policy developments reflect Latinas' priority needs, as well as those of their families and communities. 

Jasmine will take lead in providing outreach and event coordination for 

the 2010 Latinas Empowered for Action (LEA) program. Jasmine will help to research and provide on-going educational opportunities, community events and skills based trainings for the LEA  network and Advisory. She will also continue developing her skills in advocacy for women's reproductive justice and multi-media related work.
Cyndi Bendezu

UCLA Labor Center

Cyndi Bendezu will be serving as a Project Coordinator for the UCLA Downtown Labor Center.  As part of the Institute for Research on Labor and Employment, the UCLA Center for Labor Research and Education plays a unique role as a bridge between the university and the labor community in Southern California. 

Cyndi will be responsible for facilitating workshops on the UCLA publication Underground Undergrads, further increasing knowledge on the CA educational law AB 540 and other issues surrounding undocumented immigrant students.
Amber Jones

18th Street Arts Center

Amber Jones will be serving as a Marketing/Outreach Coordinator for 18th Street Arts Center. The mission of 18th Street Arts Center is to provoke public dialogue through contemporary art making. 18th Street is a community that values art making as an essential component of a vibrant, just and healthy society. 

Amber will be responsible for writing press releases for upcoming exhibits that will be sent to targeted media outlets, write the organization's monthly newsletter, recruit volunteers for the Center's exhibits and art nights, update all of 18th Street social media networks, as well as assist with any administration duties required by the office.

Isabel Leyva

Single Room Occupancy (SRO)

Isabel Leyva will be serving as a Case Manager for the Enhanced Emergency Housing Program at SRO Housing Corporation. The mission of SRO Housing Corporation is to build a vibrant community for homeless and low-income individuals residing in the Central City East (Skid Row) area of downtown Los Angeles. SRO pursues its mission of community revitalization by providing clean, safe and affordable housing, managing public spaces, and administering needed social support services. 

Isabel will be responsible for providing case management services for the homeless clients who may have co-occuring conditions such as mental health disorders, substance addictions, HIV/AIDS, physical disabilities, assist clients in developing appropriate Individual Action Plans, assist with linking clients to SRO Housing services and programs as well as other community agencies and programs and perform other duties as assigned.

Chacara Raines
Community Development Technologies Center (CDTech)

Chacara Raines will be serving as an Environmental Intern for CD Tech. CDTech’s mission is to build livable and economically viable communities throughout low-income, historically neglected neighborhoods of Los Angeles. 
Chacara will be responsible for creating/distributing surveys around environmental issues for citizens in the Vernon Central. She will be accountable for understanding critical water issues in California and assisting the Outreach Committee. 

Drea Chicas
Esperanza Community Housing Corporation
Drea Chicas will be serving as a Research and Communications Associate for Esperanza Community Housing Corporation. Their mission is to achieve comprehensive and long-term community development in the Figueroa Corridor neighborhood of Los Angeles. 

Drea will be responsible for gathering stories and testimonies that speak on Esperanza's impact as well as organize with the UNIDAD campaign. The UNIDAD campaign seeks to include community residents and participation for a new vision for Vermont Ave.
Michael O’Dell 
Los Angeles Youth Opportunity Movement – Watts (YO Watts)

The mission of YO-Watts is designed to connect youth to the workforce by preparing young people for a career. Youth who live in Los Angeles are offered training and skills development, including basic skills classes, GED preparation, resume writing, computer literacy and more to prepare them for higher education, job training, or workplace entry. YO Watts currently has three sites serving the Watts, Boyle Heights and Valley areas.  

 

Michael will be responsible for assisting with the youth intervention classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays, helping out with domestic violence, life skills, relapse prevention, behavior modification and job readiness training. He will also assist with the Job Readiness Youth Certificate class and attend various camps to enroll at risk youth into school and college prep programs.  

Amelia Fay-Berquist

Inner City Law Center

Amelia Fay-Berquist will serve as the Tenant Education and Government Benefits Advocate for Inner City Law Center (ICLC). ICLC’s mission is to serve the poorest and most vulnerable individuals and families in Los Angeles County by providing legal representation and social service advocacy to over 2,000 homeless and working poor clients.  

Amelia will provide community outreach and education information towards informing tenants of their rights and available programs to address slum housing.  Amelia will also assist individual tenants investigate and document conditions in order to obtain necessary repairs and eliminate unsafe conditions.  
Jay Esguerra

Usher’s New Look Foundation

Jay Esguerra is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Program Coordinator for Usher's New Look Foundation. The mission of Usher's New Look is to empower youth from under-served communities by providing them with the economic and educational building blocks necessary to become corporate and community leaders. 

Jay will be responsible for supporting the development of new programs through the Powered By Service initiative, such as the Nothing but Nets campaign, small grant making initiatives and that attract 50-100 young people as applicants and 25-50 young people as enrolled participants.  He will also ensure that approximately 30 young people remain involved in service in problem-solving and community service during the course of the year.

Ashley Smith

Public Allies Los Angeles

Ashley Smith is a 2nd Year Ally  serving as a Programs Assistant for Public Allies Los Angeles (PALA). PALA’s mission to advance young leaders to strengthen communities, nonprofits and civic participation.  

 

Ashley will be responsible for supporting the planning and execution of alumni engagement, supporting the 2010-2011 recruitment efforts through implementing and coordinating the process and supporting the public affairs needs of the organization towards creating visibility.

Susan Hoang
Southeast Asian Community Alliance (SEACA)

Susan Hoang is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Program Coordinator for Southeast Asian Community Alliance (SEACA). SEACA’s is to to build an empowered Southeast Asian community through leadership development, education, advocacy and community organizing and to work in collaboration with other

communities in the struggle for social, economic and racial justice. 

Susan will be responsible for helping to establish a community garden to address health needs and build community among Southeast Asian, Chinese and Latino/a youth, adults and seniors as well as organizing cooking and gardening workshops.

groups, ethnic clubs and groups, churches, individuals, and schools.

Maximiliano Cabellos
Single Room Occupancy (SRO)

Maximiliano Cabellos is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Case Manager for SRO Housing. SRO’s is dedicated towards building a vibrant community for homeless and low-income individuals. They pursue their mission of community revitalization by providing clean, safe, and affordable housing; managing public spaces; and administering supportive services. 

Maximiliano will be responsible for assisting clients to develop individual action plans, original intakes, and case management.
Ryan Hinojos

One Economy Corporation

Ryan Hinojos is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Digital Connector Coordinator for One Economy Corporation. Their mission is to maximize the potential of technology to help people improve their lives and enter the economic mainstream.

Ryan will be responsible for maintaining the current Digital Connector Program; in addition, he will be supervising the other Connector programs that will be running in the Los Angeles area.  
Roxana Reyes

RootDown LA
Roxana Reyes is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Youth Coordinator for RootDown LA. The mission of RootDown LA is to confront obesity and related health issues in South Los Angeles by engaging youth in the educational experiences and skills training necessary to help build a healthy food community by raising the demand for healthy food. 

Roxana will be responsible for executing experiential education and skills training integrated into existing curricula; teach nutrition, cooking, horticulture and food systems that will enable youth to identify, prepare, and build preferences for healthier foods; build a healthy food community by cultivating youth and partnerships with other agencies that share a similar vision, and mentor youth while connecting participants with learning and work opportunities that increase their engagement within a healthy food community.

Crystal Cedillo

Youth Mentoring Connection (YMC)
Crystal Cedillo is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Program Coordinator for Youth Mentoring Connection. Their mission is to awaken at-risk youth to their power and purpose by matching them with mentors and placing that “match” within a structured group dynamic that provides the resources youth need to reach productive, conscious adulthood. 

Crystal will be responsible for handling any logistical issues concerning YMC's corporate-based programs, making reminder phone calls to mentees and coordinating the summer surfing program.   
Paul Jung

Inner City Law Center (ICLC)
Paul Jung is a 2nd Year Ally serving as a Staff Advocate for the Inner City Law Center (ICLC). The mission of ICLC is to serve the poorest and most vulnerable individuals and families in Los Angeles County by providing legal representation and social service advocacy to over 2,000 homeless and working poor clients.

Paul will assist ICLC’s litigation team prepare for subhousing litigation. He will also outreach to residents of the Koreatown community regarding issues around homelessness and slum housing.
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