Veronica Alvarez

Veronica Alvarez is native Miamian of Cuban-American de-
cent and a recent graduate of the University of Miami, where
she majored in Neuroscience and minored in Chemistry and
Foreign Languages. She is pre-medicine but decided to pur-
sue a Masteros i n Community.g
versity of Miami this year before medical school to explore
how she as a future physician can work with communities
on improving the overall well-being of its members. As a
Public Ally, she is working for the Civic and Community En-
gagement Project at UM, a project she initiated through her
involvement in Student Government her senior year. The
goal of the project is to foster connections between faculty,
community organizations, and other campus resources such
as the Butler Center for Service and Leadership to expand
and enhance projects and community-based research so that undergraduates can apply what they

learn in the classroom to real-world experiences and develop a sense of community engagement as

well. She is also helping create a comprehensive website for the Project that will act as a resource

for students, faculty, and community organizatio
hopes to gain a greater understanding of how to work with communities effectively, as a Public Ally

and beyond, to create sustainable change that will benefit everyone.

at

Olga Lucia Arciniegas
Olga Lucia Arciniegas serves as a Community Liai-
son with Neighborhood Housing Services of South
Florida (NHSSF). In conjunction with NHSSF's mis-
sion, Ms. Arciniegas focuses on helping residents re-
vitalize their neighborhoods by organizing community
building and revitalization projects and measuring
the impact of change via data collection tools. Prior
to her current role in housing development, Olga
worked with an intellectual property firm specializing
in product marketing and research. She also has ex-
tensive knowledge of regional culinary methods, sus-
tainable food initiatives and is an active WOOF
(Worldwide Opportunities on Organic Farms) member with international volunteer ex-
perience. She holds a bachelors degree in International Studies and Economics from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison and was born in Colombia, but spent most of her
childhood in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.




Maryleen Beras

Maryleen Beras is a placed at Ready Schools Mi-
ami and works with region 3. She works with 5
Community Involvement Specialist at 5 separate
. schools in region 3 to improve parental involvement.
Maryl eenbés graduated with
Florida International University and previously
worked with the YMCA of Greater Miami (Y). She
eally enjoyed working for the Y and decided she
would like to continue working in the Non-profit sec-
tor, when she learned about Public Allies online she
was eager to apply. The idea of working to give
back to the community really appealed to her because | grew up in Brownsville and a
small area in Miami which is near Liberty City, Allapattah and Little Havana.

Freddie L. Britt Il

Freddie L. Britt Il was born on January 27”‘, 1988 in Miami,
FL to the proud parents of Denise Evans and Freddie L. Britt Jr. He
Is the eldest of 5 siblings. His mother, a Bahamian native, was only
14 when he was born. She was too young to raise a child herself so
his grandparents, Freddie & Elenora Britt Sr. raised him. His belief
and faith in God comes from hi
Church and Sunday School every
he says. At the tender age of 4, his father was sentenced to life in
prison. His childhood was far from great. He too, like many others,
faced some difficult times. He attended William Jennings Bryan and
Floral Heights Elementary where he was enrolled in the gifted pro-
gram. He attended middle school at Norland Middle where he dis-
covered his passion for music. To further his interest in music, he
attended Miami Northwestern Senior High School where he was
accepted in the PAVAC (Performing and Visual Arts Center) Music
program. He graduated PROUDLY from MNWSH in 2006 with a GPA of 3.6. He furthered his educa-
tion at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU) as a Music Education major. He mi-
grated back home to attend Miami Dade College and study in Funeral Services. His plan is to obtain
his degree in Funeral Services and return to FAMU and receive a Masters in Business and Entrepre-

neural ship. Hi s goal i's open a chain of Funeral
House of Mysofit gpécialeingnnaafter and out of school programs for youth with a con-
centration in the Arts. He believes that faith w

want to do or want to gain, you have to work at it and work at it hard. Once you start doing and be-
|l ieving that, your steps will be ordered. o



Michael Curry

we. Michael Curry was born on December 22, 1983 in Chi-
& cago lllinois. He lived in Chicago all of his life and gradu-
| ated from Evanston township High school in 2002 and
' Universal Technical Institute in 2008. Just recently, about
- 2 years ago Michael moved to Miami with his father and
“\ came across an opportunity to become a Public Ally.
~__ Upon becoming an Ally, he was placed at Gang Alterna-
t i ve where heds responsi bl e
- their BLOC program. The BLOC program is designed to
help kids between the ages of 12 to 18 become better
- individuals and build leadership characteristics that will

: : B help them be successful in life. His role as an Ally is to
help Gang Alternatlve Wlth their mission and commitment to this goal and others, as
well as serve the Miami-Dade Community. Public Allies provide me with the tools and
trainings he need to accomplish these goals and help him in professional develop-
ment as well. Through the Ally program he

Laselve Harrison

| was born in New York but lived and went to school in Miami
my entire life. Attended Florida State University and received
my B.A. in Latin American and Caribbean Studies. | chose
Public Allies because of all the internships and fellowships out
there | felt that PA was focused on helping me develop the
skills | would need to be successful in the future, instead of

only viewing me as cheap temporary labor. | really enjoy work-
ing at HSC doing the communications work that | have noticed [
many non-profits struggle with. My plans for the future are to
attend law school and focus on immigration or international
law.

A Catalina Gonzalez Marques

¥ Cati, majored in Political Science & International Relations and mi-
nored in Spanish Literature at Florida International University. Af-
Agl ter, working for a year had a complete change of mind and de-
f==== cided to study medicine. attended the University of Virginia Post-
‘\ .~ Bac Pre-Med Program. Now in the glide-year before Medical

s School is thrilled to be a Public Ally placed at Ready Schools Mi-
ami, working to get parents and the community engaged in their schools.




Yaniv Kleinman

Yaniv Kleinman, 24, is currently the external relations and program-
ming fellow at YoungArts. He recently traded the skycrapers and
density of Brooklyn for the palms and warm weather of Miami to join
Public Allies. Yaniv earned a double Bachelor of Arts in Political Sci-
ence and Philosophy at Florida International University and gradu-
ated with Summa Cum Laude honors. Since graduating, he has
worked in independent media, education, radio broadcasting, com-
munity organizing, and wishes to pursue a career in international
public service. When not working, Yaniv enjoys cooking, playing/
watching soccer, sharing a pint with friend or two, and exploring all
the secret places that this city has to offer. He grew up in Bogota,
Colombia.

Danouh Louis

In my 23 years of life | have never been not proud to be of Haitian
decent. | am diplomatic in character and optimistic at heart. | tend to
see the beauty in all things. The existence of Public Allies and myself
are symbiotic. | am the blueprint for change; designed for success.
Being placed at Comprehensive Health Services has allowed me to
become aware of the necessities in the public school system. Vision
and hearing deficiencies does f
In the position | am in, | am able to alleviate the toll being placed on
Comprehensive Health, the students and the families involved. De-
tecting a vision and/ or hearing problem in a child may be the root
problem to behavior issues and scholastic performance. Being able
to afford the students this service is an absolutely honor for me.

Alexandra Mcanarney

Currently an Americorps: Public Allies volunteer residing in Miami. Through the
Public Allies program, Alexandra been placed as a grant writer and program
developer at Arts for Learning, an arts-in-education, non-profit organization and
il the Florida Immigrant Coalition as a communications coordinator and base
building organizer. Alexandra has a dual BA's from Florida International Uni-
versity in Journalism and English Literature. During her time there, | took an
HIV/AIDS in South Florida Online Journalism class where she interviewed ac-
tivists, advocates, and patients to shed light on the crisis within Miami-Dade
County. Through HIV/AIDS student reporting and an MTV internship, she participated in the 17th
International AIDS Conference in Mexico City as a digital reporter for the Agentes de Cambio initia-
tive sponsored by the Global Youth Coalition against AIDS and MTV. Other than that, she is a Sal-
vadorean/Mexican/American who speaks English, Spanish, Italian, understands some French and is
|l earning Dutch and Portuguese. I hope to do a Ma
and Journalism, always with HIV/AIDS awareness in mind.




Christian Morris

Christian is currently completing his second year of national service
through Public Allies. During his time with the program he has served as
Community Liaison for the HOPE Public Interest Resource Center at the
University of Miami, Regional Program Coordinator at The White House
Project, and will be joining the Communications team of Catalyst Miami
during the first half of 2011."| feel very fortunate and proud to be a Public
Allies Fellow. It is a distinct privilege to grow as a professional, a civil
society | eader, and an agent of soci
ated cum laude from the University of California i Davis with a degree in
v International Relations and German. Subsequently, March 2009 marked
the culmination of a cumulative two year period he had spent living, studying and working

abroad. These international education and internship programs in Germany, Sweden, Austria, and
Colombia allowed him a chance to explore his passions for international politics and human

rights, as well as to indulge his linguistic talents.

Diane Pena

h & Diana Pena, from Colombia, was led by her curiosity and be-

| came an Anthropologist. She focused on social anthropology,
and later on in immigration and international relations. She has
worked in Colombia and Spain in different and diverse fields.
After gaining experience as an entrepreneur in Colombia and
building a small but successful company, she moved recently
to the United States to find love and happiness. She is cur-
rently a Public Ally in Miami, and works assisting the Elemen-
tary School Programs of the Education Department at Fair-
child Tropical Botanic Garden.

Valerie Pierre-Canel

Valerie Pierre-Canel is a Second Year Ally. She attended and graduated
from the University of Florida with a B.S in Microbiology and Cell Science
and a minor in African American Studies with plans to attend medical school
in the near future. It has always been her passion to better the holistic health
L9 of children in disenfranchised communities, but after completing her under-
?agraduate degree she felt disconnected with those that she strives to serve.
A= Valerie is currently placed at Ready Schools Miami where the focus is on in-

/ creasing parental involvement and engagement within the schools. A unique
©  aspect is the formation of Study Circles, in which she facilitate scommunity
members in conversations about issues in our schools as well as assist them
in constructing projects that help to create solutions for these problems. As
an Ally Valerie has been able to reignite my passion and have been fortunate
to meet others that are just as dedicated to creating a better Miami and a
better world through their respective fields: just what the doctor ordered!



Keith V Preciados,

Keith V Preciados, born and raised in Miami, FL, gradu-
ated from the University of Miami in 2008 with a degree

in public relations and sociology. Since graduating from
college, he has worked full-time at a public relations firm
and has interned at a senatc
lic Allies, he was a corps member at AmeriCorps NCCC,

a team-based public service program for 18-24 year olds
where he traveled and served the southern region of the
United States rebuilding houses for Hurricane Katrina
afflicted families, conducting medical surveys for under-
privileged neighborhoods in the Mississippi Delta, build-

ing 1.5 miles of oyster reef in Savannah, GA to aid with
water purification, and assisting families who lost their
homes to a mile long tornado in Yazoo City, MS. Keith is currently placed at YoungArts,

the signature program of the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts (NFAA),

as an implementation and outreach coordinator. In this position, he assists the organi-
zationods external relations department wi
deavors.

Autumn Elizabeth Romer

Autumn Elizabeth Romer works as a student advocate at
Take Stock in Children where she uses her background in
non-profit work and youth mentoring to keep over 100 stu-
dents on track with program requirements so that that they
can receive a college scholarship upon graduation. She
also assists with workshop planning and presenting and
many other activites at the Take Stock in Children office.
Additionally, she is the leader of her Team Service Project
with Shake-A-Leg Miami. Autumn graduated Cum Laude
from Webster University in 2008 with a B.A. in English Lit-
erature, English departmental honors and a double minor
in Spanish and Women Studies. Before coming to Miami, she worked for the non-
profit Faith Aloud as the Events Coordinator, youth activist organizer and social media
guru. In her free time, Autumn is a writer and artist and has had her work featured in
The Green Fuse, several Saint Louis area art shows, Quiet Mountain Essays.




Alisha Ross

Alisha has been studying, performing and teaching African music

and dance since her undergraduate days at Berklee College of

Music, where she was a vocal major and a dabbler in world mu-

sic styles. Alisha has an M.A. in Ethnomusicology from Tufts

University and has conducted field research on drum and dance

styles in Senegal, West Africa with various professional musi-

cians and dancers as well as community members. She has

been a member of several performing groups, including the

Berklee West African Drum and Dance Ensemble, Silimbo

Dance Company, and Balafon West African Ensemble. She has
taught Music TogetherE and Rhyth
and movement classes in Boston and Pittsburgh, along with a

myriad of other early childhood and after-school programs. Al-

isha is a Miami neophyte and was thrilled to be placed at Playing

the Game of Lifeb (PGLBE) in Miami Beach, an organization that provides arts-based programming for
children ages 3-12 throughout Miami-Dade. Alisha is a Youth Music Facilitator and teaches Rhythm

Ki dsE at -stcwhoo oalf tseirt es, and Music TogetherE cl asseé
ter. Being a part of the PGL team has taught Alisha additional skills of event planning and coordina-

tion, budgets and grants, and contract management. She enjoys working with a highly motivated

and talented team to make the PGL dream a reality.

Vanessa Santana

Vanessa Santana is a Puerto Rican "Army-Brat" that was born in
Texas in 1985 and moved around every few years, until 1998
when she moved to Florida. She graduated in 2010 from FIU with
a degree in Women's Studies and a minor in Religious Studies.
She has always been interested in social issues, and was very in-
volved with my alternative breaks program on campus, geared to-
ward creating people who consider community when making life
choices (also known as, "active citizens"). The alternative breaks
program i mpacted Vanessaods | if
of the social issues and more conscious of the decisions made on
a daily basis that affect those issues. Upon graduation, Vanessa
knew she wanted to do something with meaning. The stars
aligned, and she found out about Public Allies. Her placement is at
the Human Services Coalition where her role there is as Civic Life
Coordinator, where she assist in the development and functioning of Civic Life Programs, mainly

| magi ne Miami |, Parent Leadership Training Instit
roles for the year is to recruit for and to facilitate a Dialogue-to-Action circle in Little Haiti about food

justice through the Neighborhood Leadership Program, and the partnership with Youth L.E.A.D. Mi-

ami. Through listening to the voices of community members and their lived experiences, Vanessa is
excited for the social change that is to come!




—=J= Flor Rueda
" Flor Rueda, was 18 at the time of my placement ar Carrfour Supportive
Housi ng, and a sophomore at FI U. FI or
‘inspired by her experiences visiting her native Nicaragua and her defeats
+ as a journalist. Throughout high school and college Flor has worked within
: various small publications, and was lucky enough to be disappointed and
discover her true passion. The simple documenting of conditions without
taking an active role in her community felt like passive observance. And
when injustice is observed and then reiterated without any solution, at its
core, this sends a message of passivity bordering on indifference. Public
Allies became instrumental in developing leadership within her from that
initial interest in social justice into a substantive career path to public administration. Through leader-
ship trainings, individual development coaching and work in the non-profit sector, Flor has made
measurable impacts, personally, professionally and locally. By gaining a stronger sense of commu-
nity, building friendships and learning more about herself, Flor has gained a sense of empowerment.
This empowerment has solidified into a quiet confidence that | can carry the AmeriCorps vision of a
more equitable society into the future.

Monique Sutherland-Cox

Born in Kingston, Jamaica, Monique Sutherland-Cox is a proud mother
and wife. She was raised in Brooklyn, New York until age 5 when her fam-
ily then moved to Florida. She attended Scott Lake Elementary, Pines &
Perry Middle School and graduated from Miramar High School in 2003.
She also attended Keiser Career College and received a Certification as a
Pharmacy Technician. Monique has held numerous jobs over the years
such as a Public Service Intern, After School Counselor, 911 Operator,
Receptionist, Administrative Assistant, Executive Assistant and most re-
cently a Data Control Coordinator for Watson Pharmaceutical. Monique is
currently placed at Ready School Miami as CIS Support for Region 1 of
Miami- Dade County.

Jania Taleno

"l","Jania Taleno was born in Diriamba, Nicaragua on September 9, 1983.

., During her youth Jania lived in Chicago but moved to Miami where she

y '« completed most of her schooling. Jania attended Florida International

" University where she obtained a B.A. in International Relations and Ge-

' ography with a certification in Latin American and Caribbean Studies.

Jania is currently a Public Ally placed within the new Catalyst Miami.

Her placement is at the Prosperity Campaign which is an initiative of the

Human Services Coalition. Janiads ro
Sl is of Community Liaison. Our main goal is to provide services to low in-

come families, these services range from assisting in filling out applications for various government

programs, providing financial literacy and filling out free taxes. The Prosperity Campaign's range of

services gives me the opportunity to | earn and e

plans are to make the most of this experience.



Angel Valladares

1; Angel is a graduate of The Florida State University. He
received a degree in Biological Science & Anthropology.
In college Angel participated in a lot of service work and
it steered his career path into Public Health originally
from Medicine. Angel is very interested in the health
field and luckily was placed at the Key Clubhouse of
South Florida which happens to be a Mental Health fo-
cused organization. It is a psychosocial rehabilitation
center whose international model is the work-ordered
day which allows people with severe and persistent mental illness an opportunity to
learn, grow and patrticipate in meaningful and productive work. Angel works alongside
the members of the clubhouse in running the facility as well as help the clubhouse
grow through recruitment, orientation of new referral sources and networking with
community resources and organizations. The experience at the Key Clubhouse will
surely assist Angel in preparation for graduate school to attempt a Master's Degree in
Public Health.

Lorena Vasquez

Psychology graduate of Los Andes University of Colom-
bia. She has experience working with domestic violence,
violence against children and violence against women.
In addition, worked in a psychiatric clinic in which Lo-
rena organized group ther:
tion. She is currently a member of the Americorps pro-
gram as a Public Ally. Public Allies is a program that
identifies young adults who want to serve the community
and places them in non-profit organizations. The non-
profit where Lorena is currently serving is a Community Action Agency (CAA) in the

area of Little Havana which was created with the aim of combating poverty in areas
specifically designated. The center has several programs to assist the low-income
families of the community; | personally am in charge of helping people to apply to the
Government 6s benefits, such as wunempl oy m
among others. Also, Lorena guides people that reach the center, depending on the
situation they have. On the other hand, she is responsible of recruit and coordinate a

Study Circle to facilitate community leadership and implement a community project in

the Little Havana community.




Mathew Williams

Matthew Williams moved from Indianapolis to Miami in
September of 2010, where he thought mermaids, dol-
phins, and terrible traffic would await him. He was right.
A recent graduate of Butler University where he earned
his Masters in Music Composition, Matthew is also a
somewhat renowned cellist, thought not because of his
playing ablility. Mr. Williams has an affinity for things op-
posite: Dance Flick and Une Femme est une femme;
Messiaen's Turangalila and Ke$ha's Tik Tok; apples and
oranges; cats and dogs. Mr. Williams hopes to share his love of knowledge and re-
search. Being a part of YoungArts, Matthew has only begun to discover what it takes
to reinforce arts education in our current economic and sociological climate. Knowing
that change happens slowly, and gradually, Mr. Williams wants to offer what he can as
stepping stones toward a future that offers inclusion toward our artistic communities.
Especially right here in Miami.

Jalyssa Whitaker

Jalyssa Whitaker was born and raised in Miami, Florida.
She graduated from Florida State University with a Bache-
lor's in Criminology with Minor's in English and Sociology.
Currently she is working with Ready Schools Miami as CIS
support and facilitating study circles.

Lenise Banwarie

Lenise Banwarie was born in Guyana, South America and relocated to Orlando,
Florida during the 10th grade. She attended the University of Central Florida as an
undergraduate and New York Medical College for my Masters of
Global Public Health Degree. Her placement for Public Allies Miami
is through the Miami-Dade County Health De
Health & Preventive Services Program. Her service as a Health
Educator had provided me with the greatest opportunities to meet
and educate people of all ethnicities and backgrounds of issues
pertaining to womenods health.
health and her future goal is to continue working in this field
including poverty reduction strategies on an international level. .




